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County Economic Development
 What you need to know:

Did you know it is Naturally Better in Aitkin
County?

Listen to all of the reasons why

https://1067wjjy.com/episode/07-01-2024-community-focus-aitkin-county-economic-development/


Aitkin County Economic Development offers 2025
Business Development & Recreation Grants

The purpose of this grant fund is to leverage county funds, private funds, and volunteer efforts to
enhance small business development activities in Aitkin County, with a focus on increasing
sustained tourism and recreational events. Organizations may apply individually or submit a joint
application. To demonstrate their commitment to the grant request, organizations must provide a
1:1 match of funds in good faith. The Aitkin County Board of Commissioners has approved this
funding to be used directly for the benefit of the Aitkin County community through the Aitkin
County Business Development & Recreation Grant.

Application Procedure: Guidelines for applications are as follows:

1. Grant requests should be submitted by EMAIL to:
mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us, subject line: BD&R2025
or by mail to:
Mark Jeffers
Aitkin County Government Center,
307 2nd Street NW, Room 316,
Aitkin, MN 56431.

2. Funding recommendations will be considered at the regularly scheduled monthly meeting of
the Aitkin County Economic Development Committee. Application deadline is May 31, 2025.

3. Committee recommendations will be submitted to the Aitkin County Board of Commissioners
for final approval.

acquire all documents here

North Central Small Business Development Center
(SBDC) offers leadership training opportunities

https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/econ/


Hello from Your Friends at the North Central Small Business Development Center!
 
It's hard to believe, but 2025 is almost here. We believe that there is no better time than the new
year to focus on growing your own skillset and strengthening your organization, which is why we
want to share two unique opportunities from our friends and colleagues at Central Lakes College
Workforce Solutions.
 
The first is Leadership and Management for the 22nd Century. This is a 4-month cohort-style
training that is designed to strengthen leaders and prepare them to navigate change and growth
within their organizations. The Early Bird pricing is $400 per participant until December 1st. After
that, it will be $500 per participant.
 
The second opportunity is  Beyond the Mission: A Nonprofit Impact Series . At the North Central
SBDC, we do not work with nonprofits, but still believe strongly in their role in our communities.
This series of workshops is perfect for nonprofit directors, board members, and volunteers looking
to enhance their impact and reach. The Early Bird pricing is $25 per workshop until December 15.
After that, it is $50 per workshop.
 
To learn more about these offerings and to register,  click here.
 

https://jtu4iomab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0016QIILMEeUMZAL3yHrSNwp7mTkWv0jjePb6HFU6BDrgG0yUX9Fjv7yEcGNH_2fFwMKoNHiX2P7X3GeXOAbaeg08KP13JBiUGnGVX-1vuTD_n__VL6tWsoAEa9sP0ZMu35qxh4GWb-RKcA1yHOovaUwWKrHJTbq_VlHhEnRnqHryqXRQqWGP8neFtqWSP8OAC3a7Jqk1-SMP3jeacOtb2rpPcCVxGjF468SKkVjhG0v6g=&c=EnvDV28h3C2WhvmFdTPRWnMQ69pJLxPtxwCgjbibDcHemhPpUoEtyw==&ch=88TSTwrtXDhnSczH_xA0SrAFIRKWrg0AyShQFakHo1GozwZJFWVHEg==




MLEC Receives Border-to-Border Broadband
Development Grant

Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative (MLEC) is happy to announce that MLEC Fiber Internet will become
available for more customers. Governor Tim Walz's announcement of $52 million in grants to
expand broadband access across Minnesota is a significant step in bridging the digital divide.
Administered through the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development



(DEED), this initiative is part of the Border-to-Border Broadband Program, which has been
providing funding since 2014. The latest round of grants marks the program's 10th funding cycle
and will benefit 7,700 homes and businesses.
 
MLEC was awarded $1.8 million as part of a $4 million project to bring up to 1 Gbps internet
speeds to over 420 homes in the Cedar Lake area, west of the City of Aitkin. Aitkin County,
committed to working with broadband providers in the county, has also pledged $25,000 towards
this project.
 
Please continue to read the Outlet, Facebook, and our website for more information and updates
on our upcoming fiber projects. For more information on MLEC Fiber Internet, call our office at
218-429-0433 or visit our website at www.mlecmn.net/fiber. Project area maps, Internet plans,
and service agreements can all be found online.
 
MLEC is a not-for-profit, electric distribution cooperative owned by the members we
serve. We provide service to over 13,000 members in parts of Aitkin, Crow Wing, and Mille
Lacs counties. Our headquarters is located at 23483 US Highway 169, Aitkin, MN.

http://www.mlecmn.net/fiber


Tamarack Learning Center set to open soon!



Tamarack Learning Center

Minnesota Housing Finance Agency offers
homeowner opportunities

mailto:tlcchildcare1@outlook.com


Contact a Lender

learn more

Properties Available in the Aitkin AreaProperties Available in the Aitkin Area

Tour the Properties

https://mnhousing.gov/lender-directory.html
http://www.mnhousing.gov
https://www.co.aitkin.mn.us/departments/econ/




36559 US 169, Aitkin MN

Contact me directly for any details and additional opportunities: mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us.

Are you ready to move you, your family and/or your business to an amazing
area? We welcome you to visit anytime. Tour any of our available properties, enjoy
our recreational assets, amazing dining and our unique entertainment offerings. We
think you will agree, it is Naturally Better here. Aitkin County is a community with

https://earth.google.com/web/search/36559+U.S.+169,+Aitkin,+MN/@46.5343369,-93.6834054,375.59739412a,559.76119021d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CokBGlsSVQolMHg1MmIxM2MxZTFkMmY2OWRiOjB4NDYyYzhmN2YxZjMxZWQ2NBnkRcsmZURHQCE6ugDqvGtXwCoaMzY1NTkgVS5TLiAxNjksIEFpdGtpbiwgTU4YAiABIiYKJAkNVwqow2c0QBENVwqow2c0wBm9fb8Fm4BJQCG7fb8Fm4BJwEICCAE6AwoBMEoNCP___________wEQAA
mailto:mark.jeffers@co.aitkin.mn.us


momentum. We are confident once you visit, you will live here!

naturallybetterhere.com

Aitkin County Business SpotlightAitkin County Business Spotlight

Big Dave's Auto Repair
212 Main Street

Palisade, MN
218.845.0576

Lifelong Palisade resident and United States Navy veteran, David Kearney has opened a
new business in Palisade, Big Dave’s Auto Repair.

Located in the former Palisade Co-op, Kearney has been working on remodeling and
updating the business and hopes to
have “fuel flowing” soon. In the meantime he has been working in the shop performing oil
changes and other vehicle maintenance
and repairs.

Kearney said he plans to hold a grand opening event in the future.
Closed Monday and Tuesday.
Contact Big Dave’s Auto Repair:
218-845-0576 or 218-429-2012.

http://naturallybetterhere.com


Kat Robb- Aitkin Independent
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